[image: image1.emf]



 IGARSS 2008 Geoscience and Remote Sensing: the next generation was held in Boston, Massachusetts at the Hynes Convention Center.

  
The Monday Session on July 7, 2008 entitled “Spatially adapted manifold learning for classification of Hyperspectral Imagery with insufficient labeled Data” presented by Wonkook Kim was an interesting presentation. This presentation elaborated on how the X and Y axis are utilized within Remoter Sensing Technologies. In regards to there coordinates and dimensions, the maniofold aspect elaborates on the inclusion of the X, Y, and Z dimension within Remote Sensing technologies. The Z axis allows for 3-Dimesion inclusion which grants enhanced visual aid for remote sensing data in addition to users. This these three coordinates allows for enhanced data processing and High Performance computing to be utilized in the Remote Sensing field. 


 Tuesday July 8, 2008 Elizabeth City State University in Center of Excellence of Remote Sensing Education and Research (CERSER)”Measuring the Surface Temperature of Polar Ice Sheets” was conducted in by Dr. Malocm Lecompte, Kaiem Frink and 2008 summer undergraduates participants assisted with the demonstration outreach booth. The booth is equipped with and infrared camera, projector, projector screen, freezer, cling wrap, ruler, tape, ice, dental floss, connection cables and an electrical surge protector. This demonstration is audience friendly and simplified explanations of what’s type of studies are being conducted on in the West Antarctica Ice sheet.  The camera displays the amount of light/heat emitted from the ice cube. We can take these measurements and estimated on how fast the West Antarctic Ice Sheet is melting. According to the Harvard University Museum of Science if the West Antarctic Ice Sheet was to melt and fall off, the ocean sea level would rise by twenty inches, which would result in causing a flood for every major coastal city throughout the world.

 
Kaiem L. Frink would present in conjunction with Dr. Gilbert Rochon from Purdue University on “Monitoring the 2008 Spring Flood in Indiana” during the special disaster session at IGARSS 2008. This project is related to the term “100 year flood” the 100 year flood is just a term and estimation of when a major flood may happen.  In this event the citizens of Indiana experienced two 100 years floods in a twenty year time span. The project focused on the amount of crops that were lost in previous floods and how the soil turned over for the next season.

 
On Wednesday July 9, 2008 undergraduate Computer Science Senior Uniquiea Wade from Elizabeth City State University presented “Airborne Measurement of Snow Thickness Over Sea Ice” this session was attended by 64 conference attendees. The presentation consisted of snow cover on sea ice plays an important role in the climate of the polar regions. Snow on the sea icereduces the heat exchange between the ocean and the atmosphere by its high reflectivity and low thermal conductivity. During another session Dr. Gilbert Rochon presented on “Overcoming Bandwidth and Satelitte Communication Limitations to Accelerate Applications f Remote Sensing and High Performance Computing For African Development: Contributions from Egypt, Nigeria and South Africa” a research paper that was co-author by Kaiem L. Frink a 2008 graduate of Elizabeth City State University.  This presentation discussed the global amount of Bandwidth and Trans-Atlantic cables through out the world and third world internet connectivity issues. Dr. Darnell Johnson chairperson of Mathematics and Computer Science Department at Elizabeth City State University presented “You Be the Polar Scientist: Design and Implementation of Underrepresented K-12 Student Involvement in Knowledge Transfer Activities Related to Remote Sensing of Ice Sheets” which was Co-Author by Dr. Linda B. Hayden.  This presentation discussed the community outreach programs in CERSER lab at Elizabeth City State University. The outreach program was in such high demand that the program had to be expanded from a summer program to a yearly program where the K-12 students work closely with a ECSU faculty member and undergraduate students to assist them with there research.

 
There was other sessions that were attended due to language barriers I could not fully understand their presentation. During the Awards banquet I was able to place contact with a Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corporation who were the sponsors for the Banquet. Through out the conference I assisted with various task through out the conference to insure that conference sessions experienced a smooth transitions from each session. 
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