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The theme of this particular conference was Education and Science Forum 2004.This conference was held to bring the various science departments of NOAA together to present research and share scientists findings. The various science departments represented were Satellite Imagery Team, remote sensing, marine fisheries. The Education & Science Forum Conference brought students from ECSU, Hampton University, UMES,CUNY/CCNY, and FAMU Forum in New York. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) were responsible for hosting this conference. Along on the conference were Mr. Hayden, Senior Napoleon Paxton, Junior Karista Williams, Sophomore Brandi Brehon and Freshmen Kaiem Frink who all attend ECSU, with intentions on attending Graduate School directly after obtaining an Undergraduate degree. The conferences dates were from October 21-23 at the City College of New York which is located at 140th street and Convent Avenue.

 
I had the opportunity to converse with Michelle Straw regarding GIS and the current demand of employers who understand GIS. Ms. Straw held the position of Web Master and GIS, System Administrator she later spoke at the NOAA conference on 23rd about her research of Melting of Polar Ice cubes associated with the current sea level. Ms. Straw was very informative in what she needed, for her future research. Ms. Straw is a woman that could only be defined as excellence; she demonstrated excellent public speaking skills while capturing the entire audience attention for her entire presentation. Ms. Michelle stressed the fact that she wanted to know that her research with Polar Ice Cubes would be respected and useful in the future in the field of Science. She opened her research Presentation with “A world with too much water is similar to a swamp."  Then she continued to demand the audience attention as Ms. Straw went further into detail about resume scanners and their inefficiency. Ms. Straw went to say that Resume scanners are just looking for keywords and a qualified applicant can easily be over looked. She wanted to develop a feed back form so that applicants who do not receive the job can improve on skills that were needed for that position. Ms. Straw went to say that everyone expects a thank you car but what about the applicants who do not acquire the job. It's was amazing how our brief conversation took our relationship to a whole new level.

 
Napoleon research was, Determining the Maximum Depth of Sea grass Beds along the Southern Outer Banks. As conversing with Napoleon about his internship this summer he spoke with a passion. A passion that was organized well thought out ideas and effectiveness of prior knowledge. Napoleon had made references from GIS to Geo-referencing with aerial photography. When talking to Napoleon about his work in Beaufort laboratory. I recognize that his internships and research had really had a large impact on him. There was not a question that Napleon could not answer referring to his research.


I attend a session on Marine and Fisheries Sciences about the catch and release project on Striped Bass over a twenty year period. This session had in depth detail about the tagging of Striped Bass so that they could later be identified for further research. This Session was being presented by Eric May of LMRCSC, UMES


 
Attending the NOAA Education & Science Forum conference has allowed me to demonstrate my people skills. From proper handshaking, to presentable table manners, visual appearance, eye contact and the importance of being efficient in Standard English. The conference has allowed me to interact with everyday people who enjoy what they do for a living. I also obtain information relating to Graduate school pertaining to, inquiring information relating to fellowships in addition full financial aid assistance with Graduate School. As I research Graduate schools, this is what often separates average from excellence. Especially since I'm a minority student in the Sciences it is essential that I take advantage of all of my resources.

