Kaiem L. Frink

The 2nd Annual Future Tech Conference was held on November 18, 2006 at Norfolk State University, which is located in Norfolk Virginia. The first conference was held at UCLA California. The conference begun at 8:00 AM and did not conclude until 6:00PM.The conference was very organized and Norfolk State university representatives handle the logistic in a professional manner. This conference was a hand on conference trying all new technologies that companies are currently using. Then a gentlemen facilitating a workshop went on to say that companies are going away from feel good teams where everyone is alike and looks alike with similar personalities, companies now want and needs diversity. 


The 2nd Annual Future Tech Conference conducted a workshop by Ms. Michele Lezema an Executive Director of The National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering and Science, Inc. (GEM). Ms. Lezema discussed Advanced degree benefits and Why Should I go to Graduate School? She from New York with a heavy accent she was an Industrial Tech undergraduate major. She informed the audience to see what is the graduate school really like as well as what level of degree is needed in your field of study. How to decide between Master’s and Ph.D or should I work first. She then went on to say that graduate degree pay more money and over a life time with a graduate degree you are guaranteed to make at least a million dollars more than without and having a graduate degree. Now days Bachelor and Science Degrees are nothing. Ms.Lezema was very informative and an approachable person. She was so approachable I ask her if she would serve as an online mentor and we have been in correspondence since the conference. 

The conference held various workshops that were held in the Roy A. Woods Science Building sponsored by the Center for Material Research. There were seven workshops conducted in 120 minutes. Participating centers were CBST Center    for Biophotonics Science and Technology, CMDITR Center on Material & Devices for Information Technology Research, NCN nanoHUB(PREM); Network for Computational Naotechnology, CCMR (PREM) Cornell Center for Material  Research, CENS Center for Embedded Network Systems, CMR Center for Material Research were the participating Centers.
 
The conference then had a brief intermission for lunch where students were able to various aspects of the campus as well as network with other undergraduates and Graduate Students. After lunch there was another session conducted by Dr. Marcus Huggins, GEM Senior Recruiter and Program Specialist. This session was titled Graduated Application Process and Funding Opportunities. Dr. Huggins presentation was exceptional he answered a lot of questions that I had in regards to graduate school, Fellowships and the process if you could combine fellowships, The list of university that are sponsored by GEM. Dr. Huggins informed the audience to talk to the graduate students and they will tell you exactly what the particular program is like. Dr. Huggins was at2nd Annual Future Tech Conference on his Ten-year wedding anniversary and with a four-month year old daughter at home really displayed his determination in regards of assisting those who inspire to be in his position someday.

After this session the workshops were repeated and then there was a closing session conducted by Dr. Suely Black, Norfolk State University, Keith Odgen of Georgia Tech, various NSF National Science Foundation representatives as well as other participants.

This conference was useful and opportunity that I’m glad that I have taken advantage of. There was graduate School Representative in attendance. As well as a research professor from Norfolk State university who is in the finial stages of developing a Male Birth Control Pill. 

